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Call for ABSTRACTS for the AGENDA Publication:
Gender, Food and Nutrition Security and the Global Economic Crisis
Contributors from the African continent and other developing countries are invited to write on the topics below – addressing the theme of Gender, Food and Nutrition Security and the Global Economic Crisis - from either a research or an activism perspective.

Abstracts and contributions must be written in English and in a style accessible to a wide audience. Please submit abstracts to Shireen on e-mail : admin@agenda.org.za no later than 8th July 2010.
ABOUT AGENDA

Agenda has been at the forefront of feminist publishing in South Africa for the past 23 years and raises debate around women's rights and gender issues. The journal is designed to promote critical thinking and debate and aims to strengthen the capacity of both men and women to challenge gender discrimination and injustice. The Agenda journal is an IBSS/SAPSE accredited and peer reviewed journal.

Gender, Food and Nutrition Security and the Global Economic Crisis

This issue of Agenda will put the spotlight on food security against the global economic crisis. According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN in 2009 there were over 1 billion people who did not have enough to eat compared with 848 million in 2003. With the continuing economic crisis in 2010 and rising food prices, there is concern that this number will increase yet again.  

Just over 10 years ago, in 2000 world leaders came together to adopt the Millennium Declaration, which committed their countries to a global partnership to reduce extreme poverty with a deadline of 2015. One of the targets they set, generally referred to as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), is to halve the proportion of people who are hungry globally. 

With only 5 years to go in meeting the MDG’s deadline and if we are to achieve the MDGs then the focus on food and nutrition security becomes even more pressing. Gender is a key determinant of access to resources, the intra-household allocation of resources, including food resources and thus a key determinant of sustainable development outcomes, particularly for women.  Food security issues relate to production, access and utilization – all of which are central to women’s roles and responsibilities and the largely invisible role they play in ensuring household food security. 
In this journal we are interested in deepening our understanding of how women are positioned in relation to food and nutrition security. We would be interested in abstracts for articles that will investigate the gendered impacts of global and national policies on food and nutrition security and the fight against poverty looking at following issues from a feminist perspective:

· The right to food – what are the implications for a gendered food security agenda

· An understanding of the concepts of food and nutrition security
· The feminisation of the agricultural sector

· Economic crisis – impact on nutritional status of men and women 

· The role of women in tackling food security

· Women’s role in international and national policy making on food 

· Poverty, inequality, food security and gender equity– are these inseparable bed fellows  
· Intra-household food access – differences in food security between girls and boys

· Does women’s status matter for food security (income, assets etc.)   

· Woman and land ownership – implications for sustainable livelihoods and food security

· How might gender sensitive food policies contribute to governments objective of halving hunger by 2015  

· Urban agriculture: Role of women in contribution to food security 

· Sustainable agriculture – what are the options for ensuring food security

· Gender and trade liberalisation in the agriculture sector 

· Gendered perspectives on marketing of food production 

· Rising food prices – what implications for our policy options

· Women’s participation in the labour market- implications for household food security 

· Spatial location and experiences of hunger in female headed households. 

· Social protection, gender and food security 

We are seeking submissions that develop feminist/gendered analyses of food and nutrition security in Southern Africa and the continent more generally.  

All abstracts/papers must: 

· specify the key area you would like to write on 

· have a word count of between 200 and 300 words 

· include your contact details - specifically your name, institution / organization, telephone, e-mail, and the country in which you reside

2. Submission Guidelines for Agenda Journal

The following guidelines are intended to assist authors in preparing their contributions. 
General

Agenda invites contributions from feminist and gender scholars, activists, researchers, policy makers, professionals, educators, community workers, students and members of women’s organizations and organizations interested in and concerned with gender issues.

Submissions should contribute to developing new thinking and fresh debate on women’s rights and gender equality in Africa and other developing countries.

Writers need to:

· Write in an accessible and understandable style;

· Inform, educate or raise debate;

· Try to pin down reasons for contradictions and point out differences of opinion;

· Provide an analysis and an argument;

· Be logical;

· 
Be sensitive to but not uncritical of how gender, class and race affect the reporting of an event;

· 
Ensure the introduction encapsulates the contents of the piece and that it attracts the reader’s attention by either making a controversial statement, providing a thought-provoking or new insight into the subject;

·    Utilize a gender or feminist lens.
We publish articles in various formats, which range from 6,000 words for more theorized articles, which form the main reference pieces in an issue, to shorter pieces with a minimum of 1,500 words.

Formats of Contributions

· Article (6 000 words max) should be based on new research and contain analysis and argument.

· Briefing is an adaptable format for writers to write on a wide range of subjects (2 500 - 4 000 words)

· Focus examines an aspect of a chosen theme in detail (4 500 words max)

· Profile looks in detail at an organisation, project or legislation, or a person (2 500 - 3 500 words)

· Report-back covers reports on meetings, conferences workshops etc 

· (1 500 - 4 000 words)

· Review typically reviews books or films (1 500 - 3 000 words)

· Interview can record a conversation among a group of people or a one-on-one interview in which the writer asks the interviewee/s questions on a subject (1 500 - 3 000 words)

· Open Forum is a vehicle for debate and argument, or pieces which deal with argument and difference of opinion on a subject/issue (2 500 - 4 000 words)

· Perspective is an adaptable format in which writers are able to use a more personal reflective, narrative style (1 500 - 3 000 words)

Contributions should be submitted in the following format:

File type:
Microsoft Word

Font: 

Arial

Size: 

10 pt

Line spacing:
 single

Justification: 
left

Referencing: 
Harvard style

All submissions should have the following:

Abstract: 
200 - 300 words 

Keywords:
approx 5 keywords

Bio: 

100 - word author biography, including email address

Bio picture:
head-and-shoulders photo in 300 dpi jpeg format

Contributors are encouraged to provide photos and/or graphics to illustrate their submission

Selection and Editing Process

All submissions are peer reviewed. Articles, briefing and focus pieces go through a double blind peer review process, while all other contributions are reviewed by at least one member of Agenda’s Editorial Advisory Group. 

Reviewers comment on the suitability of a text for publication in the Agenda journal, as well as provide comments to help develop the piece further for publication if required. Contributors will be asked to rework the paper accordingly. 

On resubmission, the piece will be assessed by the Agenda editor and a final decision made regarding its publication in the journal. 

Please note that Agenda reserves the right to edit contributions with regard to length and accessibility or reject contributions that are not suitable or of poor standard.

Agenda also invites the submission of poems on the topic of women’s rights and gender.
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